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SUBJECT: JAPANESE GUIDELINES TO CONTROL RECOMBINANT DNA RESEARCH 

1. PRESS ARTICLES REPORTED MAY 8 THAT THE SCIENCE COUNCIL OF 
JAPAN WILL BEGIN DELIBERATIONS ON THE ADOPTION OF GUIDELINES 
TO CONTROL THE RESEARCH INTO RECOMBINANT DNA IN JAPAN. THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLASMID RESEARCH SUBMITTED ITS REPORT TO THE 
FULL SCIENCE COUNCIL ON APRIL 26. THE SUBCOMMITTEE WAS CHAIRED 
BY DR. YATARO TAJIMA OF THE NATIONAL INSTTITUTE OF GNETICS. 

2. THE SUBCOMMITTEE'S REPORT CONTAINS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
THE CONTROL OF RECOMBINANANT DNA RESEARCH VERY MUCH SIMILAR 
TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE NIH GUIDELINES. THE REPORT 
RECOMMENDS THAT RESEARCH CONDUCTED AT THE P-1 AND P-2 LEVELS 
(AS DEFINED UNDER THE NIH GUIDELINES) BE AUTHORIZED TO BE 
CONDUCTED IN SUITABLE FACILITIES. THE REPORT ALSO RECOMMENDS 
THAT AN ORGANIZATION BE ESTABLISHED TO ALLOW SCIENTISTS WORK- 
ING IN THIS FIELD TO AIR THEIR VIEWS AND EXPERIENCES TO 

THE SCIENCE COUNCIL SO THAT THESE VIEWS CAN BE TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUNT BEFORE THE EINAL DECISION IS MADE ON THE 
FORMAL GUDELINES. THE ORGANIZATION WILL ALSO BE A 
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SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS WITH QUESTIONS 
ABOUT PROCEDURES OR REGULATIONS FOR DNA RESEARCH 
CONTROLS. 

3. SINCE JAPAN HAS NO LABORATORIES SUITABLEEOR THE 
CONDUCT OF EXPERIEMENTS AT THE P-3 OR P-4 LEVELS (AS 
DEFINED BY THE NIH GUIDELINES) NO SUCH WORK WILL BE 
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AUTHORIZED. HOWEVER, THE REPOR RECOMMENDS THAT THE 
GOJ SUBSIDIZE THE CONSTRUTION OF SUCH FACILITIES SO 
THAT THIS RESEARCH CAN BEGIN IN JAPAN. THE REPORT 
ALSO REQUESTS THAT THE GOJ PAY FOR RESEARCHERS TO STUDY 
ABROAD (PRESEUMABLY IN THE U.S.) TO LEARN SAFETY 
TECHNIQUES FOR USE N JAPANEE LABORATORIES. 

4. EMBASSY'S INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE 
REPORT WILL BE POUCHED TO OES/APT/BMP FOR DISTRIBUTION 
TO INTERESTED USG AGENCIES. 

SHOESMITH 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, MEDICAL RESEARCH 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TOKYO06886 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 67-0250 

Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770568/aaaacgll.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: bf623096-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2556644 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JAPANESE GUIDELINES TO CONTROL RECOMBINANT DNA RESEARCH 
TAGS: TBIO, JA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bf623096-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



